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1. Purpose:  To invite registrations for the Regionwide Youth Conference “Engaging New Partners”, which  will be held May 11, 1999, at the College of the Holy Cross Hogan Center in Worcester, Massachusetts.  

2. Background:  In recent years, the Youth partners in Region I have held a spring conference focused particularly on SYETP, but also reaching into other issues connected to year-round youth programming within JTPA and other funding streams such as School-to-Work.  

Rhode Island JTPO Workforce Development Letter 98-31, dated April 1, 1999, asked that those interested in attending this spring’s youth conference reserve the May 11th date. 

With the passage of the Workforce Investment Act (WIA), the USDOL Regional Office has decided to make this year’s theme “Engaging New Partners.”   The agenda is based on responses to their February survey and the planning meeting with State Youth Coordinators and other youth stakeholders.  The Regional Office expects the Conference to present the following features:

_
A morning plenary panel with national and local WIA partners such as Lorenzo Harrison, U.S. Department of Labor, Youth Office; Marion Pines, Sar Levitan Center, John Hopkins University; Bill Spring, Federal Reserve Bank; and Andy Sum, Center for Labor Market Studies, Northeastern University, who will talk about the challenges and opportunities posed by WIA;     

· A series of morning and afternoon workshops on topics identified in the survey and validated at the Regional Office planning meeting. Topics include Youth Councils, Comprehensive Youth Programming, Designing Youth Programs That  Work, Justice Linkages, Building Grassroots Community Teams, and Measuring and Documenting Learning Gains. High demand sessions will be repeated. The Regional Office will run 4 sessions concurrently;

_
Lunch will include the presentation of CY 1998 SYETP Awards for Exemplary Summer 98 projects nominated by States and selected by practitioners;

· Time will be set aside for State Team Debriefing Meetings at the end of the day. These meetings are meant to allow participants to identify issues that need clarification or special attention with their peers. Results  will be recorded for follow up attention at the Regional level.

3.  Logistics: Directions and phone number for the site are attached. 

4.  Requested Actions:
Individuals who will attend are requested to return the attached fax response form by May 1, 1999.  Please fax this response to 617-565-2229.  

You may call Sandra Powell or your SDA Representative at 222-3930 with any questions.

FAX RESPONSE FORM
Organization________________________________________________

City & State ________________________________________________

Phone          ________________________________________________

FAX #          ________________________________________________

The following individuals from this organization will attend the May 11th, “Engaging New Partners” Youth Conference at the College of the Holy Cross, Hogan Center, Worcester, MA.

Name:         ________________________________________________

Title:

________________________________________________

Name:
________________________________________________

Title:

________________________________________________

Name:
________________________________________________

Title:

________________________________________________

FAX TO : 617-565-2229

ATTN: Tom Dalton

College of the Holy Cross

Worcester, MA 01610-2395

508-793-2011

Directions to Holy Cross
By Car:
Interstate 290 runs from I-495 in the east through Worcester and past Holy Cross.  The college is located off Exit 11 (College Square) and is visible from the highway.  I-290 connects with the Massachusetts Turnpike (I-90) at Exit 10, five minutes west of the campus in Auburn.  After exiting I-290 at College Square, if you are coming from the Auburn area, turn right at the traffic light onto College Street; else, if you are coming from Worcester, circle around under the highway and then turn right at the light.  Then turn left through the main gate, marked by a large Holy Cross sign.  Drive up Linden Lane to the brick building with a large white porch, O’Kane Hall, where parking is available.  Worcester is one hour from Boston, Providence, and Hartford, one hour and 45 minutes from Portsmouth, N.H. and the Cape Cold Canal, and two hours from Albany, NY.   

By Air:
Boston’s Logan International Airport is approximately one hour from Worcester.  Shuttle service from Logan is available through Knight’s Limousine Service (1-800-227-7005) and Worcester Airport Limousine (1-800-343-1369).  Please call in advance for reservations.

Worcester Airport is approximately a 15 minute car ride.  Taxi service is available.

By Train:
AMTRAK train service is available to and from Worcester.  The train station is located 5 minutes (by car) from campus.  Taxi service is available.

By Bus:
Peter Pan and Greyhound bus services are available to and from Worcester.  The bus station is located 5 minutes (by car) from campus.  Taxi service is available.

_____________________________________________________________

Lodging
Mariott Hotel


1-800-228-9290

Ramada Inn


1-800-228-2828

Beechwood Inn

1-800-344-2589

Days Inn (Auburn)

1-800-325-2525

Budgetel Inn (Auburn)
1-800-428-3438

Youth Conference

“New Youth Partnerships under the WIA”
May 11, 1999

Draft Agenda

8:15 am
Coffee and...

8:45

Welcoming Remarks................Robert Semler

9:00

Panel Discussion : What Does the Workforce Investment Act Require?

  Panelists:  
Lorenzo Harrison, U.S. Department of Labor, Youth Director

Marion Pines, Sar Levitan Center, Johns Hopkins Univ.

William Spring, Federal Reserve Bank

Andrew Sum, Center for Labor Market Studies, Northeastern University 

10:30 

Break

10:45

Workshops

Youth Councils





Designing Youth Programs that Work

Comprehensive Youth Programming

Justice Linkages

12:00 

Lunch.........  Presentation of CY 1998 SYETP Awards

1:30

Workshops

Youth Councils





Comprehensive Youth Programing

Building Grass Root Community Teams

Measuring and Documenting Learning Gains

2:30

Break

2:45

State Team Debrief

Connecticut

New Hampshire




Maine


Rhode Island

Massachusetts

Vermont

                      Adjourn
1

