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1. Purpose:  To provide advance announcement of a Regionwide Youth Conference to be held May 11, 1999 at the college of the Holy Cross in Worcester, MA and to request all State and Local partners concerned with Youth programming to reserve that date and to plan to attend.

2. Background:  In recent years, the Youth partners in Region I have held a spring conference focused particularly on SYETP but reaching as well to issues connected to year-round youth programming within JTPA and other funding streams such as School-to-Work.

With the passage of the Workforce Investment Act (WIA), the Regional Office has decided to make this year’s theme “Engaging New Partners.”  The RO is currently developing the agenda based on responses to their February survey and the planning meeting with State Youth Coordinators and other youth stakeholders.  The RO expects the Conference to present the following features:

· A morning plenary panel with national and local WIA partners in various areas of youth policy who will talk about the challenges and opportunities posed by WIA;

· A series of morning and afternoon panels and workshops on topics identified in the survey and validated at our planning meeting.  Topics include Youth Councils, Transitioning to Comprehensive Programming, Designing Youth Programs and Standards That Work, Establishing Justice Linkages, Building Grassroots Community Teams, and Measuring Learning Gains.  High demand sessions will be repeated.  Our plan is to run 4 sessions concurrently:

· Lunch will include an award ceremony for Exemplary Summer 98 projects nominated by States and selected practitioners;

· Time will be set aside for Debriefing Meetings by state towards the end of the day. These meetings are meant to allow participants to identify issues that need clarification or special attention with their peers.  Results will be recorded for follow up attention at the Regional level.

3. Action:  Please reserve this date and share the opportunity with others who might benefit.  Call Sandra Powell at 222-3930 with any questions.  A detailed agenda, directions, and registration forms will be sent out later.
