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Rhode Island Department of Labor and Training

Private Sector Employment

Rhode Island private sector employment averaged 407,900 in 2008, a decrease of 9,828 (-2.4%) jobs from 2007.
Thirty-one of the state’s 39 cities and towns experienced private sector job declines, while 8 municipalities reported
private sector employment growth.

The 2008 average annual wage in the private sector was $41,099, an increase of $1,272 (+3.2%) from the $39,827
earned in 2007.  Twenty cities and towns reported an annual wage increase, while nineteen cities and town’s
experienced an annual wage decline.

Private Sector Employment Highlights

The City of Warwick lost 1,975 (-4.1%) private sector jobs between 2007 and 2008, the largest loss among the
state’s thirty-nine cities and towns.  In Warwick, the Management of Companies & Enterprises sector lost 450
(-23.6%) jobs due to a noneconomic code change*.  The Retail Trade (-449) and Construction (-321) sectors also
experienced large employment declines during this period.

Between 2007 and 2008, private sector employment in Providence decreased by 1,517 (-1.6%), the second largest
employment loss during this period.  Large job losses within the city were noted in the Administrative Support &
Waste Management Services (-462), Manufacturing (-433) and Finance & Insurance (-321) sectors.

Cranston (-1,173), Pawtucket (-935) and East Providence (-817) also experienced significant job declines during
this period.  The private sector workforce in West Greenwich decreased by 15.4 percent, the largest annual
employment decrease on a percentage basis, followed by North Providence (-6.6%) and Westerly (-6.6%).

North Kingstown added 255 (+1.9%) private sector jobs between 2007 and 2008, the largest private employment
increase among all cities and towns. A large employment increase was reported in the Manufacturing (+297) sector
while smaller job gains were reported in the Other Services (+46), Information (+40) and Health Care & Social
Assistance (+39) sectors.

Narragansett (+163), Smithfield (+138), Burrillville (+109) and South Kingstown (+90) also reported private
employment gains during this period.  Narragansett (+5.1%) added the most private sector jobs on a percentage
basis, followed by Burrillville (+4.7%)

Private sector employment in Providence averaged
96,230 in 2008, the highest employment total among all
Rhode Island municipalities.  The Health Care & Social
Assistance sector represented the largest employment
sector, employing 24,707 workers or over 25 percent of
the city’s private employment workforce.

Warwick (46,345), Cranston (28,318), Pawtucket (23,220)
and East Providence (20,469) also employed over twenty-
thousand private sector employees.  Together, these five cities
employed 52.6 percent of Rhode Island’s private sector workforce.

On the opposite end, Foster (360), Little Compton (517), New
Shoreham (753), Scituate (911) and Jamestown (979) employed the fewest private sector employees, reflecting the
small population and rural nature of these communities.



44444

Rhode Island Private Covered Employment
by City and Town

2008

Private Employment
Rhode Island - 407,900

< 1,000

1,000 - 4,999

5,000 - 9,999

10,000 - 19,999

20,000 - 49,999

> 50,000

Providence
96,230

Warwick
46,345

Cranston
28,318

Pawtucket 23,220

East
Providence

20,469

Woonsocket
13,630

Newport
13,081

Lincoln
13,255

North
Kingstown

13,506

Smithfield
12,779

Johnston
10,197

Middletown
10,144

Westerly
8,717

South
Kingstown

9,894

West
Warwick

7,779

N.Prov.
6,968

Cumberland
8,145

East
Greenwich

6,487

Coventry
6,937 Bristol

6,559

Portsmouth
5,521

Warren
3,861

West Greenwich
3,000

North
Smithfield
   3,568

Narragansett
3,373

Central
Falls
2,141

Burrillville
2,428

Barrington
2,407

Tiverton
2,151

Charlestown
1,427

Richmond
1,172Hopkinton

1,070

Scituate
911

Glocester
1,134

Exeter 1,194

Jamestown
979

New
Shoreham

753

Little
Compton

517

Foster
360



Top Five Municipalities in Average Annual Wage
Private Sector - 2008

$65,162

$56,368

$50,210

$49,509

$46,794

$0 $25,000 $50,000 $75,000

Providence

Woonsocket

Portsmouth

Smithfield

West Greenwich

Note: Quarterly bonuses and exercised stock options are included in the calculation and therefore may impact the average
annual wage.

* Noneconomic code changes are mostly identified through the Annual Refiling Survey (ARS).  The ARS is a tri-annual survey that
allows employers the opportunity to update and provide better information regarding their business.  When a location code change
to a company is required, one municipality is the beneficiary of an employment increase from that company, while the municipality
where that employment was previously coded experiences an employment decline.  The same holds true for industry code changes
which are also identified through this survey.

Since these changes are not directly attributable to recent economic activities, they are referred to as noneconomic changes.  A
noneconomic code change to a location or industry did not necessarily occur during the last year and may have transpired during
the tri-annual period of the ARS survey or possibly longer, if recipients did not complete with previous surveys.

Annual Wage Summary

Private sector employees working in Smithfield averaged $56,368 in 2008, an annual wage gain of $8,721 (+18.3%)
from the $47,646 earned in 2007.  The Finance & Insurance sector propelled the town’s annual wage with total
wages within the sector growing in excess of $102 million or $30,980 over the year.  This significant annual wage
increase was the result of large bonuses paid to employees by area firms.

The private sector annual wage
in Cumberland grew by $3,385,
the second largest annual wage
increase followed by Jamestown
(+$2,706), Foster (+$2,281) and
Woonsocket (+$2,086).

Smithfield (+18.3%),
Cumberland (+9.0%),
Jamestown (+8.4%) and Foster
(+8.4%) experienced the largest
annual wage increase on a
percentage basis.

Eight communities reported a
private sector wage decline
between 2007 and 2008, with the largest occurring in West Greenwich, which lost $7,830 (-10.7%) from the
$72,991 earned in 2007. Private sector employees working in South Kingstown (-$3,928), Little Compton (-$2,102),
Glocester (-$1,228), Richmond (-$633), East Greenwich (-$545), Barrington (-$486) and Narragansett (-$85) also
experienced an annual wage decline over the year.

Private sector employees working in West Greenwich earned an average of $65,162 in 2008, the largest average
annual wage among Rhode Island’s thirty-nine cities and town’s.  The Information ($107,212) sector was the town’s
highest paying private employment sector on average, followed by Manufacturing ($85,518) and Wholesale Trade
($64,819).

The private sector workforce in Smithfield ($56,368), Portsmouth ($50,210), Woonsocket ($49,509), Providence
($46,794), Lincoln ($43,436) and Cumberland ($41,100) also earned an annual wage over the statewide average of
$41,099 in 2008.

Private sector employment in Narragansett ($26,314), Richmond ($27,117) and Scituate ($27,244) averaged the
lowest annual wages in 2008.



Quarterly Census of Employment & Wages - Private Sector
Rhode Island Cities & Towns - Annual 2008

                                                                                        Average                                                    Average
      Municipality                         Establishments     Employment           Total Wages            Annual Wage

* Statewide - employment in multiple towns, at unknown locations, or outside RI.
The data is subject to revisions & variations in sequences of rounding & averaging. Employment changes may be influenced by non-economic code changes
resulting from NAICS revisions and/or changes in employers’ reporting method.

 Source: Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, developed through a cooperative program between the State of Rhode Island and the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics

DLT is an Equal Opportunity Employer/ Program
Auxiliary aids & services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.  TDD: (401) 462-8006

Rhode Island 35,172 407,900 $16,764,269,036 $41,099
Barrington 456 2,407 $73,084,710 $30,363
Bristol 618 6,559 $223,086,222 $34,012
Burrillville 295 2,428 $75,569,769 $31,124
Central Falls 233 2,141 $69,339,978 $32,387
Charlestown 233 1,427 $49,125,473 $34,426
Coventry 749 6,937 $213,791,960 $30,819
Cranston 2,568 28,318 $1,049,385,820 $37,057
Cumberland 871 8,145 $334,761,312 $41,100
East Greenwich 743 6,487 $246,606,031 $38,015
East Providence 1,509 20,469 $808,725,698 $39,510
Exeter 184 1,194 $35,008,644 $29,320
Foster 97 360 $10,636,597 $29,546
Glocester 196 1,134 $33,107,886 $29,196
Hopkinton 204 1,070 $35,494,126 $33,172
Jamestown 212 979 $34,325,033 $35,061
Johnston 1,088 10,197 $403,016,737 $39,523
Lincoln 779 13,255 $575,738,934 $43,436
Little Compton 137 517 $15,438,612 $29,862
Middletown 765 10,144 $392,127,625 $38,656
Narragansett 474 3,373 $88,755,716 $26,314
Newport 1,269 13,081 $443,755,004 $33,924
New Shoreham 205 753 $23,803,667 $31,612
North Kingstown 1,047 13,506 $547,611,406 $40,546
North Providence 715 6,968 $223,626,276 $32,093
North Smithfield 373 3,568 $119,914,055 $33,608
Pawtucket 1,569 23,220 $906,111,111 $39,023
Portsmouth 517 5,521 $277,211,880 $50,210
Providence 5,528 96,230 $4,503,018,845 $46,794
Richmond 146 1,172 $31,781,216 $27,117
Scituate 251 911 $24,819,610 $27,244
Smithfield 826 12,779 $720,321,030 $56,368
South Kingstown 1,029 9,894 $359,799,775 $36,365
Tiverton 397 2,151 $67,594,409 $31,425
Warren 388 3,861 $124,158,995 $32,157
Warwick 3,316 46,345 $1,715,078,801 $37,007
Westerly 873 8,717 $285,440,431 $32,745
West Greenwich 196 3,000 $195,484,620 $65,162
West Warwick 609 7,779 $293,200,571 $37,691
Woonsocket 848 13,630 $674,811,404 $49,509
Statewide * 2,659 7,273 $459,599,047 $63,192


