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Rhode Island total employment averaged 434,837 in the first quarter of 2010, a decrease of 8,219 (-1.9%) jobs from the 
first quarter of 2009.  Private sector employment suffered a loss of 7,115 (-1.9%) jobs, while Government payroll was cut 
by 1,105 (-1.8%) jobs.  Local government reported a loss of 1,284 jobs, while federal government employment declined 
by 57. State government added 237 jobs during this period.  
 
Private Sector Analysis 
Manufacturers shed 3,383 (-7.8%) positions in the first quarter 2010 when compared to the same quarter a year ago.  The 
hardest hit Manufacturing sub-sectors were Miscellaneous Manufacturing, which shed 674 (-9.2%) jobs, followed by 
Fabricated Metal Product Manufacturing (-538).  Overall, fourteen of the nineteen private industry sectors reported job 
losses during this period, including Construction (-2,335), Finance & Insurance (-707), Information (-707) and Retail 
Trade (-442).  Mining lost 14.8 percent of its workforce when compared to first quarter 2009, the largest loss on a 
percentage basis, followed by Construction (-14.5%). 
 
Despite the dismal economic news, five sectors did add employment to their payrolls in the first quarter 2010.  The Health 
Care & Social Assistance sector added 1,410 (+1.8%) positions from the first quarter of 2009, with job gains noted in the 
Ambulatory Health Care Services (+786) and Nursing & Residential Care Facilities (+357) sub-sectors.  The remaining 
private sectors to report job growth during this period include Administrative & Waste Services (+399), Accommodation 
& Food Services (+135), Educational Services (+36) and Utilities (+6). 
 
Overall, Health Care & Social Assistance (77,641) represented the largest private employment sector in the first quarter of 
2010.  Retail Trade (46,276) represented the second largest private employment sector, followed by Manufacturing 
(39,947), Accommodation & Food Services (38,047) and Finance & Insurance (23,240).  
 
Private sector employees earned over $3.9 billion in wages during the first quarter of 2010, a decrease of $37 million       
(-0.9%) from the first quarter of 2009.  The average weekly wage in the private sector increased by $7, from $797 in the 
first quarter of 2009 to $804 in the first quarter of 2010, a 0.9 percent increase. 
  
Employees in the Management of Companies & Enterprises sector earned an average weekly wage of $2,640 during 
the first quarter of 2010. Workers in the Finance & Insurance ($1,510), Utilities ($1,509), Wholesale Trade ($1,237) 
Information ($1,183) and Professional & Technical Services ($1,093) also earned an average weekly wage in excess 
of one-thousand dollars.  
 
The Management of Companies & Enterprises sector experienced the largest average weekly wage increase, with 
wages increasing by $208 (+8.6%) in the first quarter of 2010 when compared to the first quarter of 2009.  This 
increase of 8.6 percent also represented the largest wage increase on a percentage basis.  Finance & Insurance 
(+$101), Wholesale Trade (+$80), Manufacturing (+$20) and Retail Trade (+$10) complete the top five sectors in 
average weekly earnings growth during this period. Quarterly bonuses and exercised stock options are included in 
the calculation and therefore may impact the average weekly wage.   

 
First Quarter 2010 

 No. of  January February March Average Total Taxable Contributions 
 Units    Employment Wages Wages  
         
Total 35,105 433,301 433,991 437,218 434,837 4,722,895,303 2,551,331,922 89,552,750 
         
Private 34,393 372,166 372,764 375,610 373,513 3,906,321,358 2,546,420,174 89,439,402 
State 107 15,515 15,580 15,563 15,553 210,742,288 0 0 
Local 417 35,372 35,433 35,815 35,540 428,080,237 4,911,748 113,348 
Federal 188 10,248 10,214 10,230 10,231 177,751,420 0 0 
Total 
Government 712 61,135 61,227 61,608 61,323 816,573,945 4,911,748 113,348 
         
Total UI Covered 34,917 423,053 423,777 426,988 424,606 4,545,143,883 2,551,331,922 89,552,750 
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 Sectors by Average Employment
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Sectors by Average Weekly Wage
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