
Rhode Island Department of Labor and Training 
Quarterly Census of Rhode Island Employment & Wages 

     First Quarter 2008 Analysis  
 
Rhode Island total employment averaged 464,069 in the first quarter of 2008, a decrease of 7,432 (-1.6%) jobs from the 
first quarter of 2007.  Private sector employment suffered a loss of 7,114 (-1.7%) jobs, while the Government payroll was 
cut by 318 (-0.5%) jobs.  State government reported a loss of 209, positions while local government lost 117 jobs.  Federal 
government experienced a modest gain of 8 positions during the period.  
 
Private Sector Analysis 
Manufacturers cut 2,195 (-4.3%) positions in the first quarter 2008 when compared to the same quarter a year ago.  The 
hardest hit Manufacturing sub-sectors were Miscellaneous Manufacturing, which shed 761 (-7.9%) jobs, followed by 
Chemical Manufacturing (-511).  Overall, fourteen of the nineteen private industry sectors reported job losses during this 
period, including Construction (-1,895), Finance & Insurance (-1,362), Retail Trade (-1,344) and Administrative & Waste 
Services (-800).  Mining lost 10.9 percent of its workforce when compared to first quarter 2007, the largest loss on a 
percentage basis, followed by Construction (-9.2%). 
 
Despite the dismal economic news, five sectors did add employment to their payrolls in the first quarter 2008.  The Health 
Care & Social Assistance sector added 948 (+1.3%) positions from the first quarter of 2007, with job gains noted in the 
Hospitals (+546) and Social Assistance (+256) sub-sectors.  The remaining private sectors to report job growth during this 
period include Information (+322), Arts, Entertainment & Recreation (+300), Accommodation & Food Services (+64) and 
Transportation & Warehousing (+40). 
 
Overall, Health Care & Social Assistance (76,300) represented the largest private employment sector in the first quarter of 
2008.  Retail Trade (49,430) represented the second largest private employment sector, followed by Manufacturing 
(49,138), Accommodation & Food Services (39,711) and Finance & Insurance (25,650).  
 
Private sector employees earned over $4.3 billion in wages during the first quarter of 2008, an increase of $24.5 million 
(+0.6%) from the first quarter of 2007.  The average weekly wage in the private sector increased by $19, from $810 in the 
first quarter of 2007 to $829 in the first quarter of 2008, a 2.4 percent increase. 
 
Employees in the Management of Companies & Enterprises sector earned an average weekly wage of $3,086 during the 
first quarter of 2008. Workers in the Utilities ($1,522), Finance & Insurance ($1,515), Information ($1,227), Professional 
& Technical Services ($1,185) and Wholesale Trade ($1,177), also earned an average weekly wage in excess of one 
thousand dollars.  
 
The Management of Companies & Enterprises sector experienced the largest average weekly wage increase, with wages 
increasing by $470 (+18.0%) in the first quarter of 2008 when compared to the first quarter of 2007.  This increase of 18 
percent also represented the largest wage increase on a percentage basis.  Finance & Insurance (+$183), Utilities (+$84), 
Mining (+$54) and Education (+$40) complete the top five sectors in average weekly earnings growth during this period. 
Quarterly bonuses and exercised stock options are included in the calculation and therefore may impact the average 
weekly wage.   

 
First Quarter 2008 

 
 No. of  January February March Average Total Taxable Contributions 
 Units    Employment Wages Wages  
         
Total 35,893 463,900 463,444 464,863 464,069 5,131,230,860 2,604,394,744 83,878,316 
         
Private 35,191 400,261 399,750 400,892 400,301 4,314,320,105 2,599,792,702 83,760,052 
State 109 16,559 16,491 16,468 16,506 217,471,851 182,570 6,075 
Local 413 37,223 37,359 37,643 37,408 438,657,766 4,419,472 112,189 
Federal 180 9,857 9,844 9,860 9,854 160,781,138 0 0 
Total 
Government 702 63,639 63,694 63,971 63,768 816,910,755 4,602,042 118,264 
         
Total UI Covered 35,713 454,043 453,600 455,003 454,215 4,970,449,722 2,604,394,744 83,878,316 
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 Sectors by Average Employment

1,111

193

461

63,768

39,711

6,352

17,952

21,673

22,141

25,650

76,300

16,854

18,643

6,632

49,430

49,138

18,780

10,798

9,252

9,184

- 10,000 20,000 30,000 40,000 50,000 60,000 70,000 80,000

Mining

Agriculture, Fishing & Hunting

Utilities

Real Estate & Rental & Leasing

Arts, Entertainment & Recreation

Transportation & Warehousing

Management of Companies

Information

Wholesale Trade

Other Services

Construction

Education

Professional & Technical Services

Administrative & Waste Services

Finance & Insurance

Accommodation & Food Services

Manufacturing

Retail Trade

Government

Health Care & Social Assistance

Sectors by Average Weekly Wage
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