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I.   INTRODUCTION [Ref. - Act 117(h)]
Youth Council -‑Establishment ‑‑There shall be established, as a subgroup within each local board, a youth council appointed by the local board, in cooperation with the chief elected official for the local area. 

II.  MEMBERSHIP  [Ref. - Act 117(h)(2)]
A. The membership of each youth council‑​shall include  

1. Members of the local board described with special interest or expertise in


youth policy;

2. Representatives of youth service agencies, including juvenile justice and local law enforcement agencies;

3. Representatives of local public housing authorities;

4. Parents of eligible youth seeking assistance under this subtitle;

5. Individuals, including former participants, and representatives of organizations, that have experience relating to youth activities; 

6. Representatives of the Job Corps, as appropriate; 

7. And may include such other individuals as the chairperson of the local board, in cooperation with the chief elected official, determines to be appropriate. 

III.  RELATIONSHIP TO LOCAL BOARD [Ref. - Act 117(h)(3)]
A. Members of the youth council who are not members of the local board shall be voting members of the youth council and nonvoting members of the board. 

B. Duties ‑‑The duties of the youth council include‑‑

1. Developing the portions of the local plan relating to eligible youth, as determined by the chairperson of the local board; 


2. Subject to the approval of the local board and consistent with section 123‑‑recommending eligible providers of youth activities, to be awarded grants or contracts on a competitive basis by the local board to carry out the youth activities; 


3. Conducting oversight with respect to the eligible providers of youth activities, in the local area; 


4.  Coordinating youth activities authorized under section 129 in the local area; 

5.  It is also strongly recommended that the Youth Council establish processes to obtain input from youth in the area.


6.  And other duties determined to be appropriate by the chairperson of the local board.

IV.
APPOINTMENT OF YOUTH COUNCIL 

Each Workforce Investment Board shall appoint a Youth Council on or before June 1, 2000

V. USE OF AN EXISTING ENTITY
A. The Youth Council may be established by grandfathering in an existing entity, such as the School to Work Partnership, or a Youth Council may also be formed from individuals who serve on a variety of existing youth councils.

B. If the Youth Council is formed by the grandfathering of an existing entity, that entity must meet all membership requirements of the Workforce Investment Act and State policies and new members must be added to an entity to bring it into compliance with the Workforce Investment Act and State membership requirements.

VI. SUBMISSION OF YOUTH COUNCIL INFORMATION
The WIB shall submit a list of Youth Council members and their sector affiliation to the SWIO by June 1, 2000. The SWIO will confirm the list within 20 days.

VII. INQUIRIES

Questions concerning any of the material covered in this policy guidance may be directed to me or to your SDA representative by telephone at 222-3930 or by 

e-mail at:

Richard Beneduce

rbeneduce@dlt.state.ri.us
Mary Demers

mdemers@dlt.state.ri.us
Andy DeTora

adetora@dlt.state.ri.us
Beverly Harrington

bharrington@dlt.state.ri.us
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